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Editor’s Note: this piece 
was inspired by BCC 
member Scott Marder’s 
recent presentation on his 
work describing the 
challenges of serving as a 
photographer for the Red 
Cross - which began with 
Scott serving as a 
volunteer.

Capture the Cause: Why 
Your Camera is a Non-
Profit’s Best Friend

We’ve all heard the 
phrase, “A picture is worth 
a thousand words”. But in 
the world of non profits, a 
single photograph can also 
be worth a thousand 
donations, dozens of new 
volunteers, and a 
community deeply moved 
to action.
If you are a photographer - 
whether you are a 
seasoned professional 
with top-tier gear or a 
passionate hobbyist who 
loves capturing authentic 
human moments—there is 
a powerful, uniquely 
creative way you can give 
back: volunteering your 
lens for 501(c)(3) 
organizations.
The Power of Visual 
Storytelling
Non-profits do incredible, 
life-changing work every 
day. However, many 
operate on shoe-

string budgets, meaning marketing and 
professional documentation often take a 
backseat to immediate community needs. This is 
where you come in.
By volunteering to photograph events - whether 
it’s a charity gala, a community clean-up, a 
youth sports league, or an animal shelter 
adoption day—you provide these organizations 
with invaluable assets:
� Humanizing the Mission: Your photos show 
the real faces, raw emotions, and hard work 
behind the cause.
� Amplifying Their Reach: High-quality 
imagery elevates a non-profit’s website, social 
media, and newsletter, helping them stand out in 
a crowded digital landscape.
• Boosting Fundraising: Compelling visuals 
are essential for grant applications and donation 
campaigns. Donors want to see the impact of 
their generosity
What’s in it for You?
Volunteering isn’t just a one-way street; it is 
immensely rewarding for the person behind the 
viewfinder as well.
By donating your time and talent, you get to:
� Sharpen Your Skills: Event photography 
moves fast. It’s an incredible environment to 
practice candid shooting, adapt to challenging 
lighting, and master composition under 
pressure.
� Build a Diverse Portfolio: You’ll capture a 
wide array of subjects and environments that 
you might not normally encounter in 
commercial work.
� Connect with Your Community: You will 
meet passionate, like-minded individuals, 
expand your network, and deeply connect with 
causes you care about.
Over the last several weeks I have volunteered 
for three events for different causes.

Rebuilding Together Howard County, a Habitat 

for Humanity-
like organ-
ization that 
hosts an 
annual event, 
where they 
bring toget-
her commun-
ity businesses 
and organi-
zations to 
v o l u n t e e r 
their time, 
talent and 
materials to 
rebuild and 
r e p a i r 
deteriorating 
portions of 
homes and 
landscapes of 
some of the 

county’s residents. I work with the Central 
Maryland Photography Guild (CMPG), where 
we parsed out the 20+ concurring locations 
throughout Howard County to cover 3-4 
individual sites each. I’ve been doing this for 
several years.
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